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Very large hailstones, weighing several ounces, have
been sometimes observed. Sonic have been picked up
in the Orkneys as large as goose eggs, but each of
these very large stones is a mass of smaller ones which
have come together during their fa.ll.

Stories of hailstones weighing pounds., or even as
large as an elephant, like that reported to have come
down near Seringapatarn, in Tippoo Sahib's reign., are,
of course, ludicrous. The germ of truth there is in
them arises from the possibility of a number of stones
falling successively into a hole like a well., and free/ing
into a single mass.

The formation of hailstones, however, whatever be
their size, is very difficult to understand. No sufficient
explanation has yet been, offered, of tlioir structure, or of
the agency which enables thorn to remain, suspended
in the atmosphere before they fall.

In the explanation, already given, of glared frost, the
occasional presence in the atmosphere of water cooled
below its freezing-point has been mentioned. Liquids
in such a condition solidify instantly on agitation or
contact with a, 'foreign body. We may, therefore,
suppose the origin of the initial hail partirlo to be a.
drop of water,, in a. state of superfuKion, tiauseil to
congeal by some sudden impnlso of wind, which pro-
duces agitation. A. number of such, drops might easily
congeal, together into a, single mass, but it is luirdly
conceivable that structures of such complexity as some
of those shown above could be 1110 product of any in-
stantaneous action, and therefore these must have been
suspended in the atmosphere for some time.

The oldest theory of the foriua-tion of hail is that
of Volta, who supposed that, as hail is generally asso-
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